Are you thinking of attending the District 62 Fall Conference? Perhaps you would like a bit more information before you make your final decision… Read on to find the answers to some of the frequently asked questions...
1. First things first… what will it cost?! 

The Gold Star Package - Full Conference Early Bird registration - now through October 13th - Three keynote sessions, Table Topics and Humorous speech contests, International Director session, business meeting, two educational sessions & a free showing at the Delta College Planetarium - light dinner Friday, breakfast, lunch and dinner Saturday, & breakfast Sunday - $100 
The Northern Lights Package - Full Conference Late registration - October 13th through November 10th - defined in Gold Star package - $125 
The Silver Star Package - Friday and Saturday Early Bird registration - now through October 13th - Two keynote sessions, Table Topics and Humorous contests, International Director session, business meeting, two educational sessions & a free showing at the Delta College Planetarium  - light dinner Friday, breakfast, lunch & dinner Saturday - $85 
The Starlight Package - Friday and Saturday Late registration - October 13th through November 10th - defined in Silver Star package - $99 
The Bronze Star Package - Saturday only registration - Two keynote sessions, Humorous contest, International Director session, business meeting, two educational sessions & a free showing at the Delta College Planetarium  - breakfast, lunch & dinner Saturday - $85 
The Twilight Package - Walk in Pricing - Any or all days, No Meals - $35 

2. I've heard a rumor that the Table Topics Contest will be hosted on Friday Night instead of Saturday… can you confirm this?
The Table Topics Contest will in fact be held Friday Night. The contest is scheduled to begin at 8:00PM. 
3. What kinds of activities are going to be included in this conference? 

Some of the best speakers both from within and outside of our District will be presenting at this conference. Lance Miller will be the keynote speaker for the conference and is the holder of the title "World Champion of Public Speaking 2005", will be presenting 3 fabulous keynote sessions:
1.) Saturday Morning - improving the club environment to increase interest and awareness about Toastmasters
2.) Saturday Evening - learning how participating in contests is not about winning or losing, but about making yourself a better communicator
3.) Sunday Morning - sharing evaluation techniques which have proven successful, allowing Lance to be the 3 time winner of the Evaluation speech contest for his District 
In addition to the key note speaker, we will also have several amazing educational sessions from which each attendee can select an A & B: 
A1.) "Giving Yourself the Edge in a Struggling Economy" by Steve Carlson 
A2.) "50% More Effective Speaking in 50 Minutes" by Cliff Suttle 
A3.) "When Gremlins Attack: How to Conquer Our Negative Inner Speak" by Tricia McDonald 

B1.) "Being an Affective Grummarian" by past International Director Cindy Pavella 
B2.) "Giving All-Star Evaluations" by David and Jeannie Dellar 
B3.) "Insights into the World of Social Media" by Allan Curtis and Sandra Maki 

Beyond the amazing presentations listed above, the following activities will also be scheduled during this conference: 

· District 62 Table Topics Contest
· International Director Presentation Breakfast
· Hall of Fame Luncheon
· Free showing at the Delta College Planetarium
· District 62 Humorous Speech Contest
· District 62 Business Meeting
· District Governor's Reception
· Dinner and Entertainment with social networking
5. What about lodging, do I have to stay at the DoubleTree? 
To maximize the exceptional schedule of activities at the conference, it is highly recommended that you stay at the DoubleTree. They are offering a $40 discount on their rooms as part of the conference, so they are available to all Toastmasters by requesting District 62 Toastmasters pricing at the cost of $99 a night, now through October 13th. You can also partner up with other Toastmasters and split the cost of the lodgings. 
If however, you prefer a different location, the following hotels are available in Bay City as alternate lodgings 

1. Bay City Quality Inn 
501 Saginaw St. 
989-892-3501 
$64 per day plus tax 

This hotel is located across the street from the Doubletree. It is definitely within walking distance of the conference center. The location is an older hotel that changed management a couple of years back (right around the time the Doubletree was built). It used to be a Holiday Inn. It is not known how well it has been maintained.
2. Bay Valley Hotel and Resort 
2470 Old Bridge - Bay City 
1-888-241-4653 
$59 per day plus tax 

This hotel is located across town from the Doubletree. It is about a 15 to 20 minute drive from the conference center. This is an older hotel. It is not known how well it has been maintained.
3. Fairfield Inn 
4105 E. Wilder Rd. 
Bay City, MI 48706 
989-667-7050 
$72 per day plus tax 

This hotel is newer than the other two options above. It is at the North end of town and is about a 10 to 15 minute drive from the conference center. This hotel was built about the same time as the Doubletree. It is well maintained.
6. How might I go about coordinating with other Toastmasters who might like to share a hotel room and split the costs, or who might be interested in carpooling with me?
We have created a group on the professional networking site LinkedIn where you can post a query and connect with others. Simply click on this link and follow the instructions to create your account. Join Group Then post your reply to the discussion regarding carpooling or sharing a room. If you have difficulty joining the group, you may contact Wendy Schram via wschram@dow.com or Lisa Waalkes at lwaalkes@bdo.com for troubleshooting assistance.
More information will be posted as it becomes available. Register for the conference today and consider inviting a friend or family member to join you.
Wendy 
______________________ 
Wendy M. Schram 
Fall Conference Chair 
E. Division Governor Past, District 62 

(989) 284-2804 Cell 
wschram@dow.com 

Lets get talking! 

