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Conference Proxies Soon to Arrive
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Don't Forget the Business Meeting
While fall and spring conferences provide inspiration, laughter, and excitement of hearing a world champion public speaker, engaging workshops, and thrilling contests, there is often an overlooked meeting at these conferences.
Twice each year, Toastmasters gather from District 62 to conduct club business. There must be a quorum for voting on any issue. Presidents and Vice Presidents of Education, or proxies from their club, hold two voting ballots at each district business meeting.
Proxies will soon be going out to club presidents. Ideally, the club President and Vice President of Education attend as voting members. If one or both cannot attend, each club president may appoint club members in good standing with a proxy ballot for voting. The club proxy ballot must be signed by the club president.
Important district business is discussed at each conference. Allow your club votes to be counted. Register for the conference now by clicking here. Once you arrive at the conference and pick up your registration packet, head for the credentials tables and sign in. Chuck Wriska, Club 639, Capitol City Toastmasters, will again serve as Credentials Chair.
Silent Auction a Fun Way To Support District 62
It's not too late for your club to contribute a silent auction item, open for bidding Friday evening through Saturday evening dinner. We would like every club to fill a basket full of items valued at $50 or more.  
Consider a theme basket such as golf, MSU, U of M, Western Michigan, or Grand Valley State University; restaurant or Bed and Breakfast certificates; coffee and tea; gourmet foods; jewelry, artwork, and sculpture, tools for home repairs, donation of personal services (massage, pet training or sitting, lifework coaching, speech coaching, computer assistance), book lovers' delight, fall exercise, micro-brews, nibbles and mugs.  Be creative, have fun and  support the conference.Tip: Get items donated, with program acknowledgment, business cards, and a copy of the district 501 c 3 tax-exempt form. 
Please contact the Silent Auction Chairman, Nanette Long, at shoreview.travel@gmail.com or 616-780-7849, and let her know what you plan to donate.  Thanks for helping support the conference!
Get your conference registration in by Nov. 1
Just about five weeks to the Fall District 62 Conference at The Amway Grand, Grand Rapids, MI. Ed Tate, 2000 World Champion of Public Speaking, will be the keynote speaker. Sporty King will be Master of Ceremonies. He is a professional speaker, a master of acronyms, accomplished poet and humorist. For your look at the conference registration, click here.
Time's Running Short to be a Conference Sponsor
Only three days remain to become a conference sponsor, whether business or personal. Full page, half-page, 1/4 page and business card sizes are available.
If you know of businesses, organizations or individuals willing to sponsor the conference with an ad in the conference program, please have them e-mail the Sponsorship Committee at lunchbunch6187@yahoo.com or by phone (616) 975-3775. Prices are as follows: $20-business card, $40 quarter page, $60, half-page; and $100 full-page. (Ad deadline is Friday, Oct. 15, 2010.) 
Look on the District Conference page and click sponsorship opportunities. To go to the conference site, click here.
Meet Two More Area Governors
Sue Maul, Area 7 Governor
I am a member of ToastNotables, Club 2345, in C Division. All six of the Area 7 clubs are in Lansing -- most in the downtown area. I have been a Toastmaster for eight years, all with my current club. While I initially had no goal beyond Competent Communicator (CC), I am now working toward getting my DTM (Distinguished Toastmaster). I have found having a goal keeps me from procrastinating and keeps me motivated.

This is my second full year as area governor, and this year, the challenge in most of my clubs is membership. Two of my clubs would have earned Distinguished status or better last year if they had not dropped below charter strength.

One way to increase membership is to use Toastmasters' Speechraft program. ToastNotables is sponsoring  one set to begin in mid-October through the Department of Natural Resources and Environment. The DNRE has recognized this as a valuable, low-cost training opportunity for employees. 

Another method several Area 7 clubs are using is open houses or special events. If highly promoted, these can be effective in bringing in new members.

I initially accepted the role of Area governor to grow my leadership skills. I agreed to continue this year because I enjoyed getting to know Toastmasters from other clubs and learning new ways of doing things.

I think the most dynamic clubs are those whose members are enthusiastic about Toastmasters and their clubs, who are always recruiting new members, and who get involved outside their club. While great strides can be made in the comfort of one's home club, people really start to grow when the discover the wealth of communication and leadership resources in their division, district and through Toastmasters International.


Swaroop Bhushan, Area 12 Governor
My home club is Grand Rapids Toastmasters, #404, and I am also a member of West Michigan Advanced Toastmasters, #6180. I joined Toastmasters in April 2008 to polish my public speaking skills, and to network with others in Grand Rapids, then a new city to me.
Over the last 2.5 years, I have greatly improved my impromptu speaking skills, both in short speeches and pocket speeches. I have learned the importance of a well-written script. One thing I enjoy is helping members meet their goals. My personal goal is to deliver the perfect persuasive speech to challenges my audience about new ideas and concepts I have in mind.
As Area Governor, I want for my area clubs that which I want for my own clubs -- to meet individual member goals. This can involve arranging area and division contests, special events, ensuring officers get to training, and to provide support as needed. Often, people join Toastmasters in their quest for a job or  new position, and I want to persuade them to join, because I believe Toastmasters is a valuable outlet for achieving professional and personal success.
I consider myself an enthusiastic networker, and love connecting people together. This leadership role allows me to bring together club officers and members from my area, and make them see they are part of a larger organization, and that learning communication and leadership skills does not happen overnight.
Some thoughts about clubs in Area 12 - West Michigan Advanced Toastmasters offers round robin evaluation, so every members gets a chancv to evaluate. This is a more insightful evaluation than a single evaluator's comments. In Utter Words makes it a point to recite the Pledge of Allegiance at each meeting. This helps keep club spirit alive and goals focused. Lunch Bunch integrates seamless audio, video and other multimedia to give its speakers advanced tools for speaking.
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The information in this website is for the sole use of Toastmasters members for Toastmaster business only.  It is not to be used for solicitation and distribution of non-Toastmasters materials or information.  The names "Toastmasters International", "Toastmasters", and the Toastmasters International Emblem are trademarks protected in the United States, Canada, and other countries where Toastmasters Clubs exist.  Unauthorized use if prohibited.  Copyright (c) 2006 District 62 Toastmasters.  For questions, please email thehub@62toast.com. 
Connect with us on LinkedIn
Join our Facebook group
Link to Toastmasters International Website
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Quote of the week 


Curiosity killed the cat, but for a while, I was a suspect.
Steven Wright
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Upcoming Events
(details at www.62toast.com)
Area, Division Speech Contests
Oct. 13 -- Areas 3-7-13, 15, 16
Oct. 15 -- Area 4
Oct. 16 -- Area 8, 9
Oct. 21 -- Area 1, 6, 18 , 21
Oct. 23 -- Area 17
Oct. 30 -- Area 2, 12 
Oct. 30 - S Division Contest
Nov. 3 -- C Division Contest
Nov. 6 -- W, E Division Contests
Nov. 19-20 -- Tall Tales/Table Topics Contests
Nov 19-21   Fall Conference
                      Amway Grand Plaza
                      Grand Rapids, MI
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Promote your club, your ideas in The Hub

We welcome submissions to The Hub. Let us know about your club's educational and membership achievements, special events, or a brief bylined article related to any aspect of communication and leadership. Please submit articles as doc (not docx) or pdf files. E-mail to blacklabone15322@att.net. Gretchen Smith, DTM, Hub Editor.



ATTENDING THE DISTRICT 62 FALLCONFERENCE IN GRAND RAPIDS? 
SHARE A RIDE; SHARE A ROOM; SHARE THE EXPENSE!
I am keeping four lists:
(1) Toastmasters who need a ride to/from Grand Rapids.
(2) Toastmasters who are offering rides to/from Grand Rapids.
(3) Toastmasters who have no room reservation yet at the Amway Grand Plaza and would like to share a room.
(4) Toastmasters who have a room reserved at the Amway Grand Plaza and would be willing to share it.
Let me know which service you desire or are offering. I will need to know your name, your e-address, your telephone number, your sex, and your home zip code. 
If you are offering to drive, tell me how many passengers you can accommodate. Tell me what days you anticipate attending. I will do my best to match you with a suitable driving companion and/or roommate.* 
 
Note: Self-parking at the Amway Grand Plaza costs $10 per day per vehicle.  Valet parking costs $25 per day per vehicle. The Grand Plaza has agreed to charge conference attendees $109 per night, whether single, double, triple or quad.  Don't let the expense of transportation or room rental prevent you from enjoying the best district conference yet!
 
Reply to my cell phone (below) or to:
Vince Schumacher  ACB
keyvince@netscape.net
Club 6187:Lunch Bunch
Grand Rapids
Tel (616) 322 4578
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