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Give the Gift of Toastmasters!
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The perfect Toastmaster Christmas Gift.
So you're wondering what to get that fussy friend of yours who just happens to be a Toastmaster?
  
And of course all of our friends are Toastmasters, or future Toastmasters who are still searching and will eventually see the light.  
 
Let's think about what we all need as a Toastmaster:
 
1. The subject for our next speech. 
2. The right Advanced Manual that will stretch us and scare us both.  
3. A hot idea for a High Performance Project.  
4. A cool baseball hat.  
5. A few more members.  
6. Just a little more time before our speech is due.  
7.  A membership to an Advanced Club.  
 
HINT:  The best bet for every Toastmaster is a membership to an Advanced Club.  
If it's a Christmas gift, all of the excuses will be gone and in just a few meetings, the Jewel of Toastmasters will begin to sparkle in the new member's eyes.  
They'll wonder why they didn't think of joining themselves, and they'll thank you profusely. Soon their home club will begin to benefit from their newly-developing skills and Toastmasters across the land will have benefited.  And no wrapping is needed, in case you're wrapping-challenged like me. 
 
While you're at it, get them a Toastmaster baseball hat, and a bad wrap job will fit right in, while providing something to slide under the tree.  
 
There you have it:  The Perfect Toastmaster Christmas Gift. 
 
Ron Musich, DTM, IPDG, XPDT, IOGN, OHNO, HUH!
A First Timer's Conference Experience...
As a "first-timer" at the District 62 Toastmaster Fall Conference, I found my weekend exciting, fun, and extremely valuable for improving my speaking and leadership skills.
  
As a participant in both speech contests, I discovered them to be great for confidence-building and for grasping the importance of speaker focus, eye contact, and the belief that "you own the room."  
  
Keynote speaker Ed Tate and MC Sporty King imparted so much great information about public speaking through the manner in which they presented, and by what they said, that I felt my presentation skills were much enhanced.  The Saturday workshops which I attended were also quite informative and very entertaining. 
  
In addition, hotel accommodations and food at the Amway Grand Plaza were special. I had a lot of opportunities for social interaction while at the conference, and enjoyed meeting and conversing with Toastmasters from various places in Michigan. 
  
The TM District 62 officers and conference organizing committee members are to be commended for such a fine conference.  I highly recommend attendance at a District 62 TM Conference for any Toastmaster who wants to develop speaking and leadership skills, and who desires a unique, exciting, and entertaining experience.
                                                                                                         Tom Dunton
Logistics Center Toastmasters #2050 --Battle Creek
 
Fun meetings vs. Distinguished Club Plan
I sometimes encounter club officers who tell me they just want their club members to give speeches and have fun at meetings. They tell me that being a Distinguished Club is not a priority for them.
  
Is there really a conflict between the two? In all my years in Toastmasters, I cannot recall a single Distinguished Club whose members were not having a good time at club meetings when I visited. The correlation is so strong. 
  
I doubt that any club can become Distinguished if its members fail to have fun at club meetings. A club that enjoys meetings has a far better chance of retaining members and recruiting new ones. Both are key elements of a Distinguished Club Plan, and visitors are more apt to join a club with a fun atmosphere.
  
Club members who get the most from their time invested are those who use the TI educational curriculum to enhance their abilities. The resulting Competent Communicator and Advanced Communicator awards are key components of a Distinguished Club Plan.
  
The more you think about it, the more you come to the conclusion that the fun meetings vs. DCP conflict is illusory. If your club does not have both, it runs the risk of eventually having neither. So why not strive for both? 
 
Mike Bacon
C Division Governor
 
Hear Spontaneous Singing At Its Best


I received this in an e-mail, although I suspect you can find it on You Tube. No matter what you believe, this spontaneous eruption of song at a food court is community at its best. With this, I wish all a wonderful holiday season:


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SXh7JR9oKVE
 

Gretchen Smith, DTM
Hub Editor
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The information in this website is for the sole use of Toastmasters members for Toastmaster business only.  It is not to be used for solicitation and distribution of non-Toastmasters materials or information.  The names "Toastmasters International", "Toastmasters", and the Toastmasters International Emblem are trademarks protected in the United States, Canada, and other countries where Toastmasters Clubs exist.  Unauthorized use if prohibited.  Copyright (c) 2006 District 62 Toastmasters.  For questions, please email thehub@62toast.com. 
Connect with us on LinkedIn
Join our Facebook group
Link to Toastmasters International Website
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Quote of the week 


One kind word can warm three winter months.
Japanese proverb
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Upcoming Events
(details at www.62toast.com)
What is TLI?
  


Toastmasters Leadership Institute (TLI) mid-winter training is a "must" for all District 62 club officers. It's time to take stock of your club success plan in becoming a distinguished club, in growing your membership, motivating achievement, and honing your officer skills. 
 
Most divisions will hold additional modules for helping you grow as a leader in Toastmasters. Cost is nominal. Four club officers from each club are required for the club to obtain the second half of a distinguished club point. 
Most important, this session will help you become a better club officer and leader. These division trainings are held just once. There is no make-up session. All District 62 Toastmasters are invited to attend.
Upcoming Events
 
Sat. Jan. 8, 2011
W Div. TLI Training
GVSU-Allendale
9 a.m.-1p.m.
$10
wdivisiongov@yahoo.com
 
Sat. Jan. 15, 2011
E Div  TLI Training
Frankenmuth
9 a.m.-1p.m.
r.riddell2@comcast.net
 
 
Sat. Jan. 22, 2011
C Div. TLI Training
Hope Borbas Library, Okemos
9 a.m.-1:30p.m.
$5
mikebacon@speakingunderfire.com
 
April 29-30, May 1, 2011
Spring District Conference
Boyne Mountain, MI
  
Sat. June 4
Incoming District Officers' Training
 
Sat. June 25
Incoming Club Officers' Training
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Promote your club, your ideas in The Hub

We welcome submissions to The Hub. Let us know about your club's educational and membership achievements, special events, or a brief by-lined article related to any aspect of communication and leadership. 

Please submit articles as doc (not docx) or pdf files. E-mail to blacklabone15322@att.net Gretchen Smith, DTM, Hub Editor.
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