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Mail-in, online conference registation opens...
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Early Birds Catch Best Conference Prices...
The District 62 Spring Conference with 1995 World Champion of Public Speaking, Mark Brown, is just around the corner - and it will be spring! Mark April 29-30 and May 1 on your calendars. Come to Boyne Mountain Resort and Avalanche Bay Water Park.  Make a weekend of it...bring the family....what a great way to "spring" into action and enjoy family and friends.
 Mail-in registration and online registration forms are on the www.62toast.com website.  The Conference Early Bird Special is only $99 until March 31st!!!   Early Bird hotel reservations vary from $80 to $109, plus all resort and state taxes depending upon accommodations required. 
Links specific to the conference are below:
Mail In Registration:
 
http://app4.websitetonight.com/projects/1/0/1/3/1013743/uploads/CONF_Mail_in_reg_form_Spring_2011.pdf
Online registration:
http://62toast.com/Conference_Registration.html


Conference Meals:
 
http://62toast.com/District_Conference.html
 
Conference Lodging:
 
http://62toast.com/uploads/CONF_Boyne_Lodging.pdf

The district evaluation contest and Friday Fun Night will be Friday evening, and the international speech contest on Saturday. Clubs should be starting to hold their evaluation and international speech contests now. Workshops, First Timers' Gathering, the district business meeting and district governor's banquet will be on Saturday.
The key reason for holding a District Conference is the required business meeting.  Attending the District Council Business meeting will bring you up-to-date on vital financial information, the ability to elect the top District officers of your choice, to vote on reorganization of the district, budget of the district and much more. 
Each club's president and Vice President of Education have voting privileges at the district conference. If one or more of your club's top officers cannot attend, the club president can assign signed voting proxies to any club member in good standing. 
 
Best of all, you will meet new Toastmaster friends from around the District, and have a chance to share ideas and network with one another. We're experiencing transitions - personal and professional - daily, The spring conference theme is: "Spring Ahead...Taking Charge of Transition Before it Takes Charge of YOU." The best way to do that is by being at Boyne Mountain Resort April 29, 30 and May 1.



Welcome Mark Brown as our Conference Keynote Speaker...
It's not often you get the chance to meet up close and personal with a speaker and entertainer of this caliber, so don't miss yours! THINK BOYNE MOUNTAIN IN THE SPRING and come be educated, entertained, and inspired by one of our best!
 
KEYNOTE ADDRESS ● Saturday, April 30 ● 8:30-9:15 AM
S.C.R.E.A.M
Enjoy an exciting ride as Mark examines six key components in a balanced life. 
INTERACTIVE WORKSHOP ● Saturday, April 30 ● 1:15-2:15 PM
 

BE YOUR BEST!
Explore your own untapped potential by asking, and answering, 3 vital questions:
What can I LEARN?  ●  Where can I CHANGE?  ●  How can I GROW?
 
So what does it take to be the World Champion of Public Speaking?
 
Nationally acclaimed speaker Mark Brown is the 1995 World Champion of Public Speaking. He defeated more than 20,000 other contestants from 14 countries, in a grueling six-month long competition sponsored by Toastmasters International, the largest public speaking organization in the world. 
 
More about Mark
 
Mark has dedicated his career to delivering uplifting messages to people all over the world. With his "tell it like it is" approach, he challenges some of the most serious issues facing people today. He uses a unique combination of humor and poignancy to reach the most diverse audiences, and he is committed to continually inspiring people from all walks of life.
 
Originally from Kingston, Jamaica, Mark immigrated to the United States at 18 -- with $40 in his pocket and a dream of a better life. He never imagined he'd devote his life to helping others. He spent 15 years working in the banking and direct marketing industries as a computer analyst before choosing to develop his public speaking skills. 
 
After recovering from a life-threatening illness in the summer of 1993, he made a commitment to excel as a communicator. His commitment earned him a 1995 Harlem YMCA Black Achievers in Industry Award. His efforts were further rewarded when he became Toastmasters International's 1995 World Champion of Public Speaking.
 
Mr. Brown, who is a member of the National Speakers Association, is also the recipient of a 1996 Music Service Award from the National Association of Negro Musicians. He has been the subject of articles in several publications, including the San Diego Union-Tribune and the New YorkTimes. He has also been featured in print and broadcast media in Hong Kong, the Middle East, the United States, Canada and the Caribbean. 
In 1999, The National Academy of Television Arts and Sciences nominated his presentation in the Maine PBS television special, "Words Count with Mark Brown," for an Emmy Award for Outstanding Educational/Instructional Program.
 
Mr. Brown makes over 200 presentations each year at conferences, school assemblies, symposiums, conventions and corporate meetings, and he is in high demand by adult and youth audiences throughout North America.
 
Mark Brown's purpose is threefold: to touch your head and make you think, to touch your heart and make you feel, to touch your hands and make you act. 
 
REGISTERTODAY! http://62toast.com/District_Conference.html
Stepping Up To The Plate...



One of the requirements for the Advanced  Leader Silver (ALS) is serving a complete term as a District Officer.  Any of the District Officer positions gets you out of the club and into new environments, where you will develop vital leadership skills by practicing them.  And you will personally acquire a much greater appreciation of the wonders of the Toastmaster Program.
We are looking for next year's leaders to "Step up to the Plate".  This is your opportunity.  Right Now!  Officer positions run from July1st through June 30th. The positions are: Secretary, Treasurer, Public Relations Officer, Area Governor, Division Governor, Lieutenant Governor of Marketing, Lieutenant Governor of Education & Training, and District Governor.  Here is a link that you can follow to read about the qualifications and requirements of each of these positions.  Nomination forms are due March 31.
 
http://www.toastmasters.org/Members/OfficerResources/DistrictLeaderResources/DistrictLeaderRoles.aspx
 
You can nominate yourself or another member. 
 
Nomination forms are on the District site:  
 
http://62toast.com/Nomination_Form.html
 
Give me a call or shoot me an e-mail with questions. There is an interview process we go through so you know what is expected,and the District is represented by an enthusiastic group of officers.  The rewards are numerous.  Every position is a superb learning opportunity and an excellent way to meet and network with other clubs and Toastmasters.  I can guarantee you will enjoy it. 
 
Ron Musich, DTM, IPDG
Home:  616-643-0562
RonMusich@comcast.net



Looking for Sponsorship Chair, Conference Registration Assistance


Jennifer Szabo, Registration Chair, is looking for a team of volunteers to help prepare name badges, prepare meal tickets, stuff conference bags, and assist with registration  - prior to the conference and at the conference on Friday afternoon and Saturday. 

If you can help with registration, contact Jennifer Szabo at moonlightszabo@gmail.com or call 616-283-6244.
Mary Goodhall, Conference chair, is looking for a Sponsorship Chair. This individual will recruit a team to contact individuals and firms for program advertising or lot items for conference bags. 
This position is excellent for a High Performance Leadership Project, or for your Competent Leader manual. This person should be comfortable on the phone, and networking with companies, and other divisions and clubs to sell programs ads or acquire donations for conference bags. If this interests you, e-mail Mary at plannermary@gmail.com
Proof Aristotle was a Toastmaster



The Greek philosopher Aristotle divided the means of persuasion and appeals into three categories--Ethos, Pathos, Logos. In project #9 - "Persuade with Power" - from the Toastmaster's Competent Communicator manual, we actually follow these principles.

Ethos (Credibility), or ethical appeal, means convincing our audience of a speaker's character. We tend to believe people whom we respect. One of the central problems of argumentation is to project an impression to the listener that you are someone worth listening to, an authority on the subject of the speech, and someone who is likable and worthy of respect.


Pathos (Emotional) means persuading by appealing to listeners' emotions.
We can look at texts ranging from classical essays to contemporary advertisements to see how pathos, or emotional appeal, is used to persuade. Language choice affects the audience's emotional response,and emotional appeal can effectively be used to enhance an argument.


Logos (Logical) means persuading by the use of reasoning. This will be the
most important technique, and Aristotle's favorite. We'll look at deductive
and inductive reasoning, and discuss what makes an effective, persuasive
reason to back up our claims.
by Paul Arnhold
Area 16 Governor
Grand Blanc Club"Talks Up Toastmasters"
 
Not only is it "Talk Up Toastmasters" month, but the Grand Blanc Area Toastmasters Club is celebrating 25 years of existence in the Grand Blanc community!  Here are some excellent reasons to consider visiting your local Toastmasters club.  
"I joined Toastmasters to help develop my leadership ability in order to add value to my company. Improving my listening and presentation skills will help the organization be more competitive in earning new business and maximizing customer satisfaction. Those who commit to professional development will be positioned to thrive in a challenging economy and Toastmasters is an important part of making that happen."  Scott Hammond - Member since December 2010.
 
"One of the best tools a businessowner has is her ability to communicate. People buy from people they know, like and trust. One of the best forms of marketing is public speaking. Toastmasters has helped me polish my skills and made me a better facilitator."  Robin Riddell ACS, ALB, E Division Governor - Member since March 2006.
 
"To speak with confidence in all social or business interactions. Learn to use body language that conveys the right message all the time."  Bret Butler CC - Member since February 2009.
 
"I started acting around age 6, in Cub Scouts and church plays; consequently, I've never had challenges with public speaking. What impressed me about Toastmasters was the Leadership training program which tracks alongside the speech training. By following this tried and true program, one emerges as a confident person who can not only articulate the organization's goals, but also serve and lead other team members."  Wesley A. Whittaker, CC/CL- Member since May 2006.
 
"Seeking full-time employment in a tough economic environment, I knew I needed help boosting my confidence. Since joining the Grand Blanc Area Toastmasters Club, I found the program to be so much more than I ever expected.  Who would've thought that joining a club focused on public speaking could be so much fun?"  Denise Hunt, VP of Public Relations - Member since August 2009.
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The information in this website is for the sole use of Toastmasters members for Toastmaster business only.  It is not to be used for solicitation and distribution of non-Toastmasters materials or information.  The names "Toastmasters International", "Toastmasters", and the Toastmasters International Emblem are trademarks protected in the United States, Canada, and other countries where Toastmasters Clubs exist.  Unauthorized use if prohibited.  Copyright (c) 2006 District 62 Toastmasters.  For questions, please email thehub@62toast.com. 
Connect with us on LinkedIn
Join our Facebook group
Link to Toastmasters International Website
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Quote of the week 



"Life is not about waiting for the storms to pass...it's about learning how to dance in the rain!"

- Vivian Greene
 
  

[image: image33.png]



[image: image34.png]



[image: image35.png]



Upcoming Events
(details at www.62toast.com)
Upcoming Events
  
Area, Division Speech Contests
C Division:

Area 6 - 11 a.m. Thursday, March 17, CMS  Energy Auditorium, 1945 Parnall Rd, Jackson.
Area 3,7,13 - Wed. March 23, Bread House, 1518 S. Washington Ave., Lansing. 6 p.m. check-in; contest start, 6:30 p.m.
Division Contest - Wed. March 30, Dawn Food Products, 3333 Sargent Rd., Jackson.
6 p.m. registration; 6:30 p.m., contest start
L Division:
Area 19 - Sat. March 26, Spring Lake Library
Area 17 -- Sat. March 26 -- Herrick Library, Holland
Division Contest: Sat. April 16, Herrick Library Holland
E Division:
Area 10, 11 - Sat. March 26, 9 a.m.,  Baker College, Flint
Area 15, 16 - Wed. April 6, 6:30 p.m., 1790 Building, Washington St., Dow, Midland
Division Contest: Sat. April 16, 9:30 a.m., 1790 Building, Washington St. Dow, Midland
W Division:
Area 2, 12 - Sat. March 26, 9 a.m., Heather Hills
Area 1, 18 - Wed. March 30, 6 p.m., Fifth Third Bank, Grand Rapids
jerry.neiman@gfs.com
Division: Sat. April 16, 9 a.m., Heather Hills
 
April 29-30, May 1, 2011
Spring District Conference
Boyne Mountain, MI
  
Sat. June 4
Incoming District Officers' Training
  
Sat. June 25
Incoming Club Officers' Training
[image: image36.png]



[image: image37.png]



[image: image38.png]



Promote your club, your ideas in The Hub

We welcome submissions to The Hub. Let us know about your club's educational and membership achievements, special events, or a brief by-lined article related to any aspect of communication and leadership. 

Please submit articles as doc (not docx) or pdf files. E-mail to blacklabone15322@att.net Gretchen Smith, DTM, Hub Editor.
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Share a Ride/Room at District Conference
 
It's simple. You decide which dates you expect to drive to and from Boyne Mountain and which dates you will stay at the resort.  The conference will be April 29-30, and May 1.  Then let me know if you would like to share the expense of travel and/or room.
I am keeping four lists:
1. Toastmasters who need a ride to/from Boyne Mountain.
2. Toastmasters who are offering rides to/from Boyne Mountain.
3. Toastmasters who have no room reservation yet at the Resort and would like to share a room.
4. Toastmasters who have a room reserved at the Resort and would be willing to share it.
 
It will be up to you and your fellow travelers and roommates to work out equitable terms for cost-sharing.  
 
Let me know which service you desire or are offering.  I will need to know your name, your address, your telephone number, your sex, and your home zip code.  If you are offering to drive, please tell me how many passengers you can accommodate. Tell me what days you anticipate attending.  
I will do my best to match you with a suitable traveling companion and/or roommate. Apply by calling my cell phone (below) or by e-mailing to TMDist62Share@aol.com  I will keep your contact information confidential until I find a potential match for you.
Vince Schumacher, ACB
Club 6187: LunchBunch
Grand Rapids - Tel (616) 322.4578
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Talk of the Town Retiree Receives a Special Send-Off
  

Lansing's Talk of the Town Toastmasters is a closed club made up of Accident Fund Insurance Company of America employees.
  
When Jan Knez, a Talk of the Town Charter Member and former officer, announced her retirement from Accident Fund earlier this year, her fellow "Toasties" as she affectionately calls club members, knew they couldn't pass up such an outstanding opportunity to do "for real" what they practice at TM meetings --speeches!
A special "Celebration of Jan Knez" was held on February 8th and members took advantage of the opportunity to honor Jan with speeches. And, since three members are working on their "Special Occasion Speeches" project book, they were able to complete Project 3:  The Roast, as Jan graciously agreed to be "roasted."  They all agreed doing a real roast was much easier, and more fun, than making up something!
Jan is the club's first Advanced Communicator/Silver recipient.  As such, she's shared her life's many adventures, and mis-adventures, in over 30 speeches.  From her royal ancestry, to tea bag folding,to Bull Run and her love of "potted meat."
 
Jan's taken members around the world and back in time.  Her potted meat speech is a legend among Talk of the Town members -- it was the club's first interactive presentation, as Jan provided samples of her speech topic to taste.
Jan is a master storyteller, and her comfort in front of an audience, along with her presentation style and quick wit, makes her the one member everyone aspires to emulate.  She will be greatly missed by her "Toasties," and they hope to lure her back as a guest speaker occasionally!
The celebration was open to anyone in the company and because of Jan's popularity,the turnout was high.  Non-members even took advantage of the opportunity to share a special "Jan" memory.  A few new members may even result from the event.  
The celebration was not only a chance to honor one of our own, but provided an excellent opportunity to show in  action via a public forum what Toastmasters is all about.
 
by Janis Haskell, ACB
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