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Seeking businesses and members for conference program ads
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Get your small business in front of Michigan Toastmasters....
Toastmasters of District 62: do you know a business that would like to expand its client base? This is an inexpensive opportunity to get their name in front of Michigan Toastmasters with a camera ready pdf advertisement for the district conference program.
Checks should be made payable to District 62 Toastmasters. Send your check and commitment agreement form by March 31 to: Margaret Sieh, %District 62 Toastmasters, 834 Diamond Ave., Grand Rapids, MI  49503. Send your camera-ready Adobe pdf ad by March 31 to Rebecca Drury -- RebDrury5@dow.com
 
Proceeds help defray conference costs. Conference programs are retained and referred to by those attending the conference. This makes a perfect opportunity for a business to offer a special incentive if the ad is produced at point of purchase. The ads become more valuable if you include your business website and links to Facebook or LinkedIn.
 
Here are some great deals:
Full-Page Ad -- $100 - 6" x 10"
Half-Page Ad -- $60 -- 6" x 4 ½"
Quarter-Page Ad -- $40 -- 3" x 4 ½"
Business Card Ad -- $20 - 3" x 2"
 
What are you waiting for? Michigan Toastmasters like to do business with those that support Toastmasters.
 
Club Presidents: 990 Forms due March 15
All Club Presidents received a notice to file their IRS 990-N form before the March 15 deadline to Toastmasters International. This was noted in the "Leadership Letter" mailed to all Presidents in District 62.

You will need your club's EIN number found at the bottom of your "roster listing" on the International website and your password.  The whole process takes approximately 15 to 20 minutes. Please take time to file your 990-N so your club does not lose it's 501(c) (3) status.
Early Birds Catch Best Conference Prices...
The District 62 Spring Conference with 1995 World Champion of Public Speaking, Mark Brown, is just around the corner - and it will be spring! Mark April 29-30 and May 1 on your calendars. Come to Boyne Mountain Resort and Avalanche Bay Water Park.  Make a weekend of it...bring the family....what a great way to "spring" into action and enjoy family and friends.
The Conference Early Bird Special is only $99 until March 31st! Early Bird hotel reservations vary from $80 to $109, plus all resort and state taxes depending upon accommodations required. 
Links specific to the conference are below:
Mail In Registration:
 
http://app4.websitetonight.com/projects/1/0/1/3/1013743/uploads/CONF_Mail_in_reg_form_Spring_2011.pdf
Online registration:
http://62toast.com/Conference_Registration.html


Conference Meals:
 
http://62toast.com/District_Conference.html
 
Conference Lodging:
 
http://62toast.com/uploads/CONF_Boyne_Lodging.pdf

Apply for District Officer - Deadline: March 31


http://62toast.com/Nomination_Form.html

Coordinate ride and/or share room at Conference

Vince Schumacher, ACB

Club 6187; LunchBunch

Ph. 616.322.4578




Toastmasters provides private speaking skill benefits
by Kristy Smith, Energizers Toastmasters #1080, Jackson
While Toastmasters is an organization many of us joined mainly to improve public speaking skills, we ended up improving our listening and leadership abilities as well. 
When most of us decided it was time to improve our public speaking skills, we fantasized about standing confidently behind a lectern or podium, sharing ourselves over a microphone to an audience that was there to be informed, inspired or entertained. We wanted to appear more organized, credible and engaging.
 
The promise of personal and professional communication gains may be what led us to taking up with Toastmasters, but the unintentional private speaking benefits are gifts that keep on giving. 
 
Since I joined Energizers Toastmasters Club #477 in 2006, I have used my new skills to better organize my private conversations. Increased use of relatable examples effectively conveys my feelings of empathy to others and appropriate humor often helps relieve the tension of overwhelming serious issues.
 
My Toastmasters training also reminds me that people learn better through structured format and repetition. Let me use an example to illustrate what I mean.
 
When I lectured my children last summer on the evils of leaving their bikes outside overnight, I told them what I would be telling them in my "talking to," then told them how I felt, then concluded by telling them what I had just told them. I repeated key words and phrases, including "grounded," "loss of allowance," and "extra chores" to emphasize the most salient aspects of my speech.
 
In their evaluation of my lecture, my kids stated I kept harping on the same points, blah, blah, blah. But as I indicated in my rebuttal, I was merely following Toastmaster protocol, not to mention observing the rule of threes as I meted out punishment (it could have been worse had I not known to stop at three!).
 
More seriously, I have successfully used the increased articulateness from Toastmasters' involvement to help recruit board members to a scholarship foundation I chair; to deliver the eulogy at a friend's funeral; to negotiate a customer service issue; to communicate my position in a custody modification hearing; to sell myself at a job interview; and to talk my way out of a traffic ticket. 
 
There have been countless other situations where I've used my speaking, listening and leadership skills, but you get the idea. What's learned through Toastmasters eventually becomes an integral part of you. The longer and more deeply you participate, the more ingrained the gains. Trust me.
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The information in this website is for the sole use of Toastmasters members for Toastmaster business only.  It is not to be used for solicitation and distribution of non-Toastmasters materials or information.  The names "Toastmasters International", "Toastmasters", and the Toastmasters International Emblem are trademarks protected in the United States, Canada, and other countries where Toastmasters Clubs exist.  Unauthorized use if prohibited.  Copyright (c) 2006 District 62 Toastmasters.  For questions, please email thehub@62toast.com. 
Connect with us on LinkedIn
Join our Facebook group
Link to Toastmasters International Website
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Quote of the week 


"He/She who laughs, lasts."
Mary Pettibone Poole
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Upcoming Events
(details at www.62toast.com)
Upcoming Events
  
Area, Division Speech Contests
C Division:

Area 6 - 11 a.m. Thursday, March 17, CMS  Energy Auditorium, 1945 Parnall Rd, Jackson.
Area 3,7,13 - Wed. March 23, Bread House, 1518 S. Washington Ave., Lansing. 6 p.m. check-in; contest start, 6:30 p.m.
Division Contest - Wed. March 30, Dawn Food Products, 3333 Sargent Rd., Jackson.
6 p.m. registration; 6:30 p.m., contest start
L Division:
Area 19 - Sat. March 26, Spring Lake Library
Area 17 -- Sat. March 26 -- Herrick Library, Holland
Division Contest: Sat. April 16, Herrick Library Holland
E Division:
Area 10, 11 - Sat. March 26, 9 a.m.,  Baker College, Flint
Area 15, 16 - Wed. April 6, 6:30 p.m., 1790 Building, Washington St., Dow, Midland
Division Contest: Sat. April 16, 9:30 a.m., 1790 Building, Washington St. Dow, Midland
W Division:
Area 2, 12 - Sat. March 26, 9 a.m., Heather Hills
Area 1, 18 - Wed. March 30, 6 p.m., Fifth Third Bank, Grand Rapids
jerry.neiman@gfs.com
Division: Sat. April 16, 9 a.m., Heather Hills
 
April 29-30, May 1, 2011
Spring District Conference
Boyne Mountain, MI
  
Sat. June 4
Incoming District Officers' Training
  
Sat. June 25
Incoming Club Officers' Training
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Promote your club, your ideas in The Hub

We welcome submissions to The Hub. Let us know about your club's educational and membership achievements, special events, or a brief by-lined article related to any aspect of communication and leadership. 

Please submit articles as doc (not docx) or pdf files. E-mail to blacklabone15322@att.net Gretchen Smith, DTM, Hub Editor.
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