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'Twas the Night Before Christmas....
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A Toastmasters Night Before Christmas
By Ryan Humphrey, Auto-Owners Toastmasters, #6415
Twas the night before Christmas and all through this place, I walked around pacing with panic on my face.
The banner was hung by the lectern with care, in the hopes that my icebreaker soon would be there.
The audience was warm, all snug in their chairs, as the Toastmaster prepared for all the affairs.
The Toastmaster with gavel, and Ah/Er with their pen, prepared for the meeting in this Toastmaster's den.
When out in the audience there arose such a clatter, I strained my neck around to see what was the matter,
What did my wandering eyes make me see, but the general evaluator staring back at me.
The Toastmaster called me as the time it came, that I walked to the lectern without any shame.
I stepped up to the plate, my speech to be and across the room whom did I see: 
Now Gretchen, now Margaret, now Mike and Sherry, Smile Ron, Smile Lisa, let's all be merry! 
I began my icebreaker with oh such a flourish, about me to you my goal was to nourish,
I sped through the speech, adrift in my words, my voice raising up to fly with the birds. 
Then it was heard out on the floor, the booming sound of my evaluator's snore. 
Embarrassed was I, for he was fast asleep, was I that boring, was it that big a leap?
I finished my speech and awaited the trial, my evaluator asleep I stayed in denial. 
What could be worse when talking of self, I may as well put my goals on the shelf. 
The Toastmaster came and took the lectern from me, the Timer/Vote Counter exclaimed with glee, 
At least I had got my speech done on time, but my speaking ability did not earn a dime. 
Feeling low and with no self esteem, as my evaluator got up, much to my gleem, 
It wasn't the guy who was fast asleep, but another whose concentration on me was quite deep. 
He began the evaluation with a, "Hey great job!" and told me to ignore that poor sleeping snob. 
He complemented my courage to get up in front, and criticisms were soft, although a bit blunt, 
A DTM was he, so to him I did listen, his praise on my speech, my soul it did glisten, 
The evaluator finished and what did he say: "Merry Christmas to all, your CC's on its way.
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The information in this website is for the sole use of Toastmasters members for Toastmaster business only.  It is not to be used for solicitation and distribution of non-Toastmasters materials or information.  The names "Toastmasters International", "Toastmasters", and the Toastmasters International Emblem are trademarks protected in the United States, Canada, and other countries where Toastmasters Clubs exist.  Unauthorized use if prohibited.  Copyright (c) 2006 District 62 Toastmasters.  For questions, please email thehub@62toast.com. 
Connect with us on LinkedIn
Join our Facebook group
Link to Toastmasters International Website
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Quote of the week 

A lovely thing about Christmas is that it's compulsory, like a thunderstorm, and we all go through it together. 
Garrison Keillor
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Upcoming Events
(details at www.62toast.com)
What is TLI?

Toastmasters Leadership Institute (TLI) mid-winter training is a "must" for all District 62 club officers. It's time to take stock of your club success plan in becoming a distinguished club, in growing your membership, motivating achievement, and honing your officer skills.  
Most divisions will hold additional modules for helping you grow as a leader in Toastmasters. Cost is nominal. Four club officers from each club are required for the club to obtain the second half of a distinguished club point. 
Most important, this session will help you become a better club officer and leader. These division trainings are held just once. There is no make-up session. All District 62 Toastmasters are invited to attend.
Upcoming Events 
Sat. Jan. 8, 2011

W Div. TLI Training
GVSU-Allendale
9 a.m.-1p.m.
$10
wdivisiongov@yahoo.com
 
Sat. Jan. 15, 2011
E Div  TLI Training
Frankenmuth
9 a.m.-1p.m.
r.riddell2@comcast.net
  
Sat. Jan. 22, 2011
C Div. TLI Training
Hope Borbas Library, Okemos
9 a.m.-1:30p.m.
$5
mikebacon@speakingunderfire.com
 

April 29-30, May 1, 2011
Spring District Conference
Boyne Mountain, MI
  
Sat. June 4
Incoming District Officers' Training
 
Sat. June 25
Incoming Club Officers' Training
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Promote your club, your ideas in The Hub

We welcome submissions to The Hub. Let us know about your club's educational and membership achievements, special events, or a brief by-lined article related to any aspect of communication and leadership. 

Please submit articles as doc (not docx) or pdf files. E-mail to blacklabone15322@att.net Gretchen Smith, DTM, Hub Editor.
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