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Where do you stand?
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Where do you stand?
Right now you are at the beginning of A New Year, A New Decade, and potentially A New Life!  A new life can start at any minute of any day, and magical changes can begin to occur out of seemingly thin air.  

Lao-Tzu, a Chinese philosopher (604 BC -- 531 BC) had this to say: "The journey of a thousand miles begins beneath one's feet."  Lao-Tzu was simply stating that action arises naturally from stillness.  Wherever you are is where you have to start from.  The determining factor is taking action from where you're standing.  
Mike Litman, a motivational speaker and coach, has a quote that coordinates well with Lao-Tzu's: "You don't have to get it right.  You just have to get it going."  Mike continuously stresses just to start something and figure it out as you go along.  It will never be right the first time, and you are always going to be fine tuning things.  So just start from where you're standing, and the sheer action will dictate the direction to go.   
Where do you stand with your Toastmaster plans?  Are you halfway through your CC manual, or do you have multiple AC manuals started and just can't decide what to do?  Is that CL manual collecting dust on your desk?  Do you sometimes gaze out the window and think about the last conference's DTM ceremony and wonder if you'll ever be there getting your DTM medallion?  
The journey to a DTM begins right beneath your feet today.  With the action you'll improve, you'll gain confidence, and all of your Toastmaster goals will be met in record time.  From standing still to an all out run you'll generate excitement in yourself, your club, and you'll attract opportunities that may change your life.  All from where you're standing right now.  
Where do you stand?  The journey is waiting, so just get it going.  
Ron Musich, DTM
District 62 Governor
[image: image21.png]



[image: image22.png]



Fear?  I spit at Fear!
Sounds pretty bold, doesn't it?  We've all heard similar comments from others including ourselves.  Probably worded slightly different, but pretty much the same sentiment.  I'm not afraid.  I just have something else I have to do right now.  (Like run away as fast as I can!)  

Fear can definitely hold every one of us back, and it often does.  We may not acknowledge it, and probably don't even realize it.  We just refuse to take timely actions, or refuse to pay attention to obvious signs.  I don't know why and I don't really care why.  But I do know how to overcome fear and how to keep it at bay.  

How?  Of course, you Spit at It!  Maybe not actually spit, but you do face it.  If something is holding you back, you just have to do it anyway.  We can't be concerned about doing it right, but just to face that fear and do something.  
Why fight?  Because our future and our families futures depend on it!  Fear can deprive us of many successes and pleasures.  By facing our fears, we will forge our futures.  And we will help others forge their futures.  

So fellow Toastmasters, I challenge you to Spit at your Fears.  Fear is ever present in the Toastmaster Program, but the more you work the program the more those Fears will subside.  So don't get hung up on doing every speech perfect, but to just get them going.  Sign up routinely for speeches, projects, and meeting roles.  Make it your goal to finish multiple manuals well before June 30th and finish the year strong.  That will make a tremendous difference on starting the next club year.  

Spit at your fears, and you will assuredly be:

 "Forging Your Future by Facing Your Fears".  
Ron Musich, DTM
District 62 Governor
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Toastmasters Sponsor Award
Foremost Insurance received the Toastmasters Sponsor Award from Kristal DiCarlo, Toastmasters International Director on Friday, Jan 8, 2010.

Steve Boshoven, President Farmers Specialty accepted the Award on behalf of Foremost Insurance Group.  Foremost has sponsored the Foremost Toastmasters Club #7311 continuously for over 20 years.

Congratulations to Foremost on this well deserved award!
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The information in this website is for the sole use of Toastmasters members for Toastmaster business only.  It is not to be used for solicitation and distribution of non-Toastmasters materials or information.  The names "Toastmasters International", "Toastmasters", and the Toastmasters International Emblem are trademarks protected in the United States, Canada, and other countries where Toastmasters Clubs exist.  Unauthorized use if prohibited.  Copyright (c) 2006 District 62 Toastmasters.  For questions, please email thehub@62toast.com.
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Quote of the week
Fear is only as deep as the mind allows. 

Japanese proverb
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Upcoming Events
(details at www.62toast.com)
Mid-year Division Club Officer Trainings & Leadership Institute:
    C Division
    Jan. 23, 2010
    Dawn Foods

    S Division
    Jan. 30, 2010
    HDI Federal Center

    E Division
    Feb. 24, 2010
    Frankenmuth Mutual

Evaluation & Inter. Speech Contests
    Area 3, 7 & 13
    Mar. 17, 2010
    East Lansing Public Library

    Area 6
    Mar. 18, 2010
    Dawn Foods

    Area 2
    Mar. 24, 2010
    Heather Hills Retirement

    C Division
    Apr. 7, 2010
    East Lansing Public Library

    W Division
    Apr. 10, 2010
    Heather Hills Retirement
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