Publicizing Toastmasters Clubs

There are a multitude of methods available to promote clubs by submitting press releases to local papers.  Local / regional papers are more likely to print personal interest stories.  Larger metropolitan papers will occasionally print an article if it is general enough to cover a majority of their circulation population.
What to Include:

· Who, What, When, Where, Why

· Use short, snappy headings

· Club / member contact information

Potential Articles or Blurbs that can fill a small space:

· Officer Elections

· Before the election occurs, submit a short release announcing the upcoming election.

· After the election, take a picture of the officers and submit along with an article about the recent election and the roles the officers play in the club.

· Special Event

· Before the event, advertise the special event with catchy title about the event and a short story.

· After the event, write a release announcing the success of the event and expressing appreciation to speakers and attendees.

· Distinguished Club
· At the end of the year, have a ceremony where the Past President or a district officer such as the Area Governor presents the club with the banner ribbon.  Take a picture of the presentation and advertise the success of the club as a Distinguished, Select or President’s Distinguished Club.

· Anniversary – no matter how young or old a club is, its anniversary should be celebrated

· Before the anniversary celebration, send a release announcing the club’s anniversary, invite the public, announce any special visitors such as a Mayor presenting a Proclamation.
· After the anniversary celebration, submit pictures and the results of the celebration.

· Member Accomplishments

· Submit “personal interest” stories about club members to recognize Toastmasters’ achievements as well as personal / professional accomplishments.

· Focus on a member can also be a part of your club newsletter / website.

· Before publishing ensure the member agrees to article.

· Speech Contests

· Before each contest level, submit a short release announcing the upcoming contest.

· After each contest level, submit a picture of the winner(s) and information about them and the journey to the top.

Tips

· Submit at least three weeks prior to the event and follow up with a phone call.  The pre-event releases may result in a writer and/or photographer attending.  The writer may then submit an article about the event.
· Establish a relationship with the local media.  Besides print media, radio and television stations may randomly play Toastmasters International public service announcements (PSAs).  Item # 1144DVD is $15.00.
· Take advantage of every opportunity.  Don’t let any slip away!
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